
7:00 P.M., SATURDAY, MAY 22, 2021 
PARKWAY ROOM, 1900 BUILDING 

MISSION WOODS, KANSAS

Founded by William Jewell College in 1965,  
Harriman-Jewell Series’ commitment to Kansas City  
has been to bring the best of the performing arts.

Mr. Meyer appeared on the Series with Yo-Yo Ma and Chris Thile in 2017. 

This evening marks the 975th presentation by the Harriman-Jewell Series. 

The Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation is the sponsor of our 56th Season.

EDGAR MEYER
BASSIST

presents

with assistance from

THE KARBANK FAMILY
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Edgar Meyer appears by arrangement with IMG Artists
7 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019 

(212) 994-3500    www.imgartists.com

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 

Suite No. 1 in G major, BWV 1007 

Prelude 
Allemande 
Courante 
Sarabande
Menuet I 
Menuet II 
Gigue 

EDGAR MEYER 

Work in Progress for unaccompanied double bass

I 
II 
III

Commissioned by Linda and Stuart Nelson,  
the Savannah Music Festival, and San Francisco 
Performances, and funded by a generous 
grant from Linda and Stuart Nelson.

Additional selections will be announced from the stage.

There will be no intermission for this performance.

EDGAR MEYER
BASSIST
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PROGRAM NOTES BY EDGAR MEYER 
Work in Progress for unaccompanied double bass

 I have wanted for a while to compose a piece for 
unaccompanied bass that is different than other pieces 
that I have written before. I wanted to attempt a larger 
form and language that is slightly more complex than 
I have used in shorter pieces or that I could improvise. 
Although I have not finished this piece, there is enough 
written to be able to present a working version. This 
current version has opening and closing movements 
that are complete for the moment. In between them 
there will be 1 or 2 movements yet to be written 
that may or may not include the second movement 
that I will use tonight, and the outer movements 
may end up modified somewhat in reaction to 
whatever happens with the middle movements 
or just to correct existing flaws. In the meantime, 
I am excited to present a "Work in Progress."

EDGAR MEYER BIOGRAPHY
 In demand as both a performer and a composer, 

Edgar Meyer has formed a role in the music world 
unlike any other. Hailed by The New Yorker as “...
the most remarkable virtuoso in the relatively un-
chronicled history of his instrument”, Mr. Meyer’s 
unparalleled technique and musicianship in 
combination with his gift for composition have 
brought him to the fore, where he is appreciated by 
a vast, varied audience. His uniqueness in the field 
was recognized by a MacArthur Award in 2002.

As a solo classical bassist, Mr. Meyer can be heard on 
a concerto album with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
conducted by Hugh Wolff featuring Bottesini’s Gran 
Duo with Joshua Bell, Meyer’s own Double Concerto 
for Bass and Cello with Yo-Yo Ma, Bottesini’s Bass 
Concerto No. 2, and Meyer’s own Concerto in D for 
Bass. He has also recorded an album featuring three 
of Bach’s Unaccompanied Suites for Cello. In 2006, he 
released a self-titled solo recording on which he wrote 
and recorded all of the music, incorporating piano, 

guitar, mandolin, dobro, banjo, gamba, and double 
bass. In 2007, recognizing his wide-ranging recording 
achievements, Sony/BMG released a compilation of 
“The Best of Edgar Meyer.” In 2011 Mr. Meyer joined 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, mandolinist Chris Thile, and fiddler 
Stuart Duncan for the Sony Masterworks recording 
“The Goat Rodeo Sessions” which was awarded the 
2012 Grammy® Award for Best Folk Album. Mr. Meyer 
was honored with his fifth Grammy® Award in 2015  
for Best Contemporary Instrumental album for his  
Bass & Mandolin collaboration with Chris Thile. 

His most recent recordings are a collection 
of Bach Trios with Yo-Yo Ma and Chris Thile 
released in 2017 and the 2020 “Not Our First 
Rodeo,” a follow-up to the Grammy® Award 
winning “Goat Rodeo Sessions” album.

(continued on the next page)
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As a composer, Mr. Meyer has carved out a 
remarkable and unique niche in the musical world. 
His most recent work, New Piece for Orchestra, 
was premiered and commissioned by the Nashville 
Symphony and the Aspen Music Festival and School 
in 2017. That same year The Academy of St. Martin 
in the Fields and the Bravo! Vail Music festival 
commissioned Mr Meyer to write Overture for Violin 
and Orchestra which was premiered by Joshua Bell 
and performed on the Academy’s 2018 US tour. 

Mr. Meyer’s Concerto for Double Bass and Violin was 
premiered in 2012 by Joshua Bell and Mr. Meyer 
at the Tanglewood Music Festival with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. The two artists also performed 
the work at the Hollywood Bowl with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, the Aspen Music Festival, and with 
the Nashville and Toronto symphony orchestras. 

Mr. Meyer was composer in residence with the 
Alabama Symphony in 2012 where he premiered 
his third concerto for double bass and orchestra. 

Mr. Meyer has collaborated with Béla Fleck and Zakir 
Hussain to write a triple concerto for double bass, 
banjo, and tabla, which was commissioned for the 
opening of the Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
in Nashville. The triple concerto was recorded with 
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra under Leonard 
Slatkin and featured on the 2009 recording The 
Melody of Rhythm, a collection of trio pieces all co-
composed by Mr. Meyer, Mr. Fleck and Mr. Hussain. 

Mr. Meyer has performed his second double 
bass concerto with the Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra and his first double bass concerto with 
Edo de Waart and the Minnesota Orchestra. 

Other compositions of Mr. Meyer’s include a violin/
piano work which has been performed by Joshua 
Bell at New York’s Lincoln Center, a quintet for bass 
and string quartet premiered with the Emerson String 
Quartet and recorded on Deutsche Grammophon, a 

Double Concerto for Bass and Cello premiered with 
Yo-Yo Ma and The Boston Symphony Orchestra under 
Seiji Ozawa, and a violin concerto written for Hilary 
Hahn which was premiered and recorded by Ms. Hahn 
with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra led by  
Hugh Wolff.

Collaborations continue to be a central part of Mr. 
Meyer’s work. In 2017 Mr. Meyer collaborated with 
fellow bassist Christian McBride showcasing their 
original music. Also in 2017 he toured the US with 
Yo-Yo Ma and Chris Thile performing works from their 
Bach trios recording. Mr. Meyer’s previous performing 
and recording collaborations include duos with Chris 
Thile; a duo with Béla Fleck; a quartet with Joshua 
Bell, Sam Bush and Mike Marshall; a trio with Béla 
Fleck and Mike Marshall; and a trio with Yo-Yo Ma 
and Mark O’Connor. The latter collaborated for the 
1996 Appalachia Waltz release which soared to the 
top of the charts and remained there for 16 weeks. 
Appalachia Waltz toured extensively in the U.S., 
and the trio was featured on the David Letterman 
Show and the televised 1997 Inaugural Gala. The 
Trio toured again in 2000 and recorded a follow 
up recording, Appalachian Journey, which was 
honored with a Grammy® Award. In 2007 Mr. Meyer 
premiered a piece for double bass and piano with 
Emanuel Ax. Mr. Meyer also performs with pianist 
Amy Dorfman, his longtime collaborator for solo 
recitals featuring both classical repertoire and his 
own compositions, Mike Marshall in duo concerts 
and the trio with Béla Fleck and Zakir Hussain which 
has toured the US, Europe and Asia together.

Mr. Meyer began studying bass at the age of five 
under the instruction of his father and continued 
further to study with Stuart Sankey. In 1994 he 
received the Avery Fisher Career Grant and in 2000 
became the only bassist to receive the Avery Fisher 
Prize. Currently, he is Visiting Professor of Double 
Bass at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia.
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THANK YOU TO OUR LEADING COMMUNITY, PUBLIC, 
AND CORPORATE SPONSORS FOR THE 56TH SEASON

Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation

Richard J. Stern Foundation for the Arts, Commerce Bank, Trustee

William T. Kemper Foundation, Commerce Bank, Trustee
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OUR MISSION IS TO BRING THE BEST OF THE  
PERFORMING ARTS TO THE KANSAS CITY COMMUNITY. 
Founded by William Jewell College in 1965, the Harriman-Jewell Series continues to 
carve out an enviable legacy as a performing arts presenter of international importance.

Many know that the Series presented tenor Luciano Pavarotti in his professional recital 
debut in 1973, but the story of discovery neither begins nor ends here. Few Kansas 
Citians had seen New York City Ballet's Patricia McBride and Edward Villella before they 
danced in the Series' first performance in 1965. Nor had the community heard violinist 
Itzhak Perlman play, unless one counts Ed Sullivan Show appearances that preceded his 
first Series recital in 1971. 

Discovery, along with its co-tenets quality and variety, run the full length of the Series' 
existence. These principles set by the Series' late founder and artistic director Richard 
Harriman will continue to guide its service to the community.

An enduring aspect of the Series, drafted by founders Richard Harriman and Dean 
Dunham, Jr., is the availability of the performing arts as an integral part of a superior 
liberal arts college curriculum for William Jewell College students.

More than 970 performances have come to Kansas City by way of the Harriman-Jewell 
Series, including 24 American recital debuts by prominent artists. With the addition of 
its free Education Events that allow interaction with musicians and dancers, and its free 
Discovery Concerts that eliminate the barrier of cost, the Harriman-Jewell Series offers 
even more life-enriching opportunities for its community's youth and lifelong learners.

HJSERIES.ORG  |  816.415.5025 Richard Harriman

Itzhak Perlman

McBride and Villella


